
Unemployment rate at 7.5 percent in December

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to December 2008

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
12/08 11/08 12/07 11/08 12/07

Total Nonfarm Employment 306,600 311,200 303,400 -4,600 3,200
Natural Resources and Mining 15,400 15,400 14,200 0 1,200
     Oil and Gas 13,100 13,000 11,800 100 1,300
Construction 15,000 16,100 15,100 -1,100 -100
Manufacturing 6,500 9,000 6,800 -2,500 -300
     Seafood Processing 2,700 5,200 2,900 -2,500 -200
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 62,500 63,200 62,000 -700 500
     Retail Trade 36,100 36,300 35,900 -200 200
Information 7,000 7,000 6,900 0 100
Financial Activities 14,500 14,500 14,700 0 -200
Professional and Business Services 24,600 24,800 24,100 -200 500
Educational 2 and Health Services 37,300 37,300 36,700 0 600
     Health Care 27,300 27,100 26,700 200 600
Leisure and Hospitality 28,200 28,200 28,400 0 -200
     Accommodations 6,400 6,200 6,400 200 0
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 17,900 18,100 18,200 -200 -300
Other Services 11,500 11,600 11,400 -100 100
Government 3 84,100 84,100 83,100 0 1,000

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted

12/08 11/08 12/07
Alaska 7.5% 7.2% 6.3%
U.S. 7.2% 6.8% 4.9%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate rose 
three-tenths of a percentage point in December to 7.5 
percent, according to the Alaska Department of Labor 
and Workforce Development. 

Over the last three months the rate has climbed eight-
tenths of a percentage point and is at its highest level 
since March 2004.

The estimated number of unemployed people in Alas-
ka increased by more than 5,000 from December 2007 
to December 2008, although there hasn’t been a corre-
sponding loss of jobs. In fact, payroll employment was 
up an estimated 3,200 over-the-year in December.

Unemployment rates can climb without job losses 
if a rising number of unemployed people from other 
states migrate to Alaska or if a decreasing number of 
unemployed Alaskans migrate out of the state. Both 
are more likely when the state’s economy is relatively 
healthy compared to the nation’s.

The rates can also be pushed higher if an increasing 
number of people enter the labor force and seek em-
ployment. For example, if formerly retired people or 
stay-at-home parents begin looking for work, they go 
from being considered outside the labor force to be-
ing considered unemployed. 

To a small degree, that appears to have happened in 
2008. The labor force participation rate – the percent-
age of the working-age population either employed or 
actively seeking employment – climbed from 70.3 per-
cent in January to 71.1 percent in December.

The national picture is clearer: unemployment rose by 
more than 3.5 million from December 2007 to Decem-
ber 2008 and payroll jobs fell by nearly 2.6 million 
over the same period.        

The country is in a deep recession that hasn’t yet 
caused signifi cant job losses in Alaska, according to 
Dan Robinson, an economist with the Alaska Depart-
ment of Labor.

 “Alaska is one of the few states whose economy con-
tinued to grow in 2008. But rising unemployment rates 
in Alaska are almost certainly the result of the strug-
gling national economy.” 

Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: laborstats.alaska.gov
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