
Unemployment rate at 8.5 percent in March

Unemployment Rates, Alaska and U.S.
January 2001 to March 2009

Alaska Nonfarm Payroll Employment1

1 Not seasonally adjusted
2 Private education only
3 Government includes public schools, the University of Alaska and federally recognized tribal entities.

Preliminary Revised Revised     Changes from
3/09 2/09 3/08 2/09 3/08

Total Nonfarm Employment 310,600 309,000 308,500 1,600 2,100
Natural Resources and Mining 15,700 15,500 14,700 200 1,000
     Oil and Gas 13,100 13,000 12,400 100 700
Construction 14,200 14,000 14,500 200 -300
Manufacturing 11,700 11,600 12,000 100 -300
     Seafood Processing 8,200 8,300 8,300 -100 -100
Trade, Transportation and Utilities 61,600 60,500 61,300 1,100 300
     Retail Trade 34,800 34,100 34,600 700 200
Information 7,100 7,100 6,900 0 200
Financial Activities 14,500 14,400 14,600 100 -100
Professional and Business Services 24,600 24,700 24,700 -100 -100
Educational 2 and Health Services 38,100 38,300 37,500 -200 600
     Health Care 27,400 27,600 27,000 -200 400
Leisure and Hospitality 28,000 27,600 27,800 400 200
     Accommodations 6,600 6,300 6,400 300 200
     Food Svcs. and Drinking Places 17,400 17,300 17,700 100 -300
Other Services 11,200 11,100 11,200 100 0
Government 3 83,900 84,200 83,300 -300 600

Sources for graph and tables: Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, 
Research and Analysis Section; and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics

Unemployment Rates, Seasonally Adjusted

3/09 2/09 3/08
Alaska 8.5% 7.9% 6.5%
U.S. 8.5% 8.1% 5.1%

Alaska’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate rose 
six-tenths of a percentage point in March to 8.5 per-
cent, according to the Alaska Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development. February’s rate was revised 
down one-tenth of a percentage point to 7.9 percent.

The rate has been on an upward trend since bottoming 
out at 6.0 percent in 2007. 

Regular claims for unemployment insurance climbed 
to 98,788 in March, up signifi cantly from the year-ago 
level of 75,982. Initial claims for unemployment in-
surance were also up substantially in March.     

Despite the higher unemployment numbers, Alaska 
continues to be one of very few states that hasn’t yet 
seen signifi cant job losses during the current national 
recession. 

March employment estimates showed over-the-year 
growth of 2,100 jobs, or 0.7 percent. The national 
numbers showed a decline of 4.9 million jobs over 
that same period, a drop of 3.6 percent.

Through February, the most recent month for which data 
from all states are available, the only other states besides 
Alaska showing over-the-year employment growth were 
Louisiana, North Dakota and Wyoming (employment 
was also up in the District of Columbia).   

Those states are like Alaska in that their economies rely 
heavily on the oil and gas industry, which continued to 
grow both nationally and in Alaska through much of 
2008 even as losses started piling up in other industries.

But the total number of Alaska oil and gas jobs hasn’t 
changed much since last summer and overall job 
growth for the state is shrinking.   

According to Dan Robinson, an economist with the 
Department, both the unemployment numbers and the 
job numbers signal a weakening economy. “Whether 
through the stock market, housing prices or a slow-
down in business, many Alaskans have already been 
affected by the national recession. Taken together, 
the latest economic numbers reveal that the state as a 
whole is also feeling the pinch.”   
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Contact: Dan Robinson, Economist (907) 465-6036
Research and Analysis’ Web site: laborstats.alaska.gov
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2 B
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ata for the new
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ntil then, data 
w

ill continue to be published for the old areas.


